
starts with a road trip to PEI 

where he spends the night at 

the luxurious three-star Corn-

wall Super 8. This hotel,  like 

many, are more than happy to 

accommodate your four-

legged family member for an 

extra cleaning fee of $10. 

While his humans enjoy a 

night out at their favourite 

Charlottetown pub, Charlie 

spends the evening lounging 

on his own double bed with a 

new knuckle bone that pro-

vides hours of enjoyment and 

takes his mind off of any unfa-

miliar noises. 

The next morning, we head to 

Souris, PEI to catch the five-

hour ferry ride to The Mags.  

Before we take our spot in the 

ferry line-up, we make a de-

tour to a small secluded beach 

where Charlie stretches his 

legs. His Beagleness overrides 

his Labness when it comes to 

swimming, so he only puts his 

toes in the water.  

continued over…. 

Beach Bum 

Every August we head to  Iles 

de la Madeleine (The Mags) 

for a week of uninterrupted 

windsurfing.  The road trip 

has become a family tradition 

as Sean, Charlie and I squeeze 

into the Matrix amongst the 

windsurfing gear, bikes, cool-

ers and clothes for a full day 

of travel to these Quebec 

islands located 134 kilome-

tres off the coast of PEI.  

We’ve taken to referring to 

this trip as Charlie’s vacation 

because of the enjoyment he 

gets from experiencing the 

island’s miles of secluded 

beaches, and trails that 

weave through mountain-

sized dunes.  In fact, Char-

lie’s pretty near bilingual 

now thanks to our annual 

Mags vacation. When he’s 

not exploring the island’s 

coastline, he’s bumming 

lunch from the Quebec 

windsurfers, dutifully obey-

ing their French commands 

for  barbecued wieners.  

Charlie’s vacation adventure 
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Road Trips: 

Doggy Style 
Travelling with your four-

legged family member brings a 

whole new dimension to a 

road trip. Providing your dog 

doesn’t behave like the infa-

mous Lab from “Marley & 

Me”, here are a few good rea-

sons to bring  your dog on a 

summer road trip.  

 

1.You’ll find places you may 

otherwise have missed: 

Getting Chuck out for a run 

before embarking on a five-

hour ferry ride was a priority, 

so we took some back roads 

and found a pretty little beach 

we had all to ourselves.  

 

2. Dogs are the best ice-

breakers: Even with the lan-

guage barrier in The Mags,  

Charlie’s keen social skills had 

us making friends with the 

locals.  

 

3.  You’ll save money: Kennels 

can be costly, so taking your 

dog on vacation could save 

you a few bucks.  

 

4.  Bonding Time:  When life 

gets crazy busy, our dogs often 

become low on the priority list  

and we forget just how great 

they are.  Take your dog on 

vacation and you’ll fall in love 

all over again.  
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Charlie’s Featured Friend: Izzie 

Charlie’s got lots of good buddies to share adventures with including 

“Izzie”, a one-year old Golden Retriever. In fact if you were to ask Charlie 

if he had a girlfriend, I’m pretty sure he’d tell ya Izzie is it.  Loveable Izzie 

lives in Mt. Uniacke with her humans Kate and  John. 



Epic Trail  Moment  

were within 150 meters of 

him.  At that point Darby 

looked back at me, gave me 

an Arnold Schwarzenegger, 

“I’ll be back” look and went 

into the woods.  Although I 

knew Darby was heading 

straight towards Charlie, I 

was apprehensive about 

losing sight of him.  Darby is 

very obedient and I can al-

ways count on him returning 

to my side when asked.  So, I 

had to put some trust in Dar-

by. Within a minute I could 

hear the bell Charlie  wears 

around his neck (always mu-

sic to my ears).  And in an-

other few seconds Darby 

reappeared with Charlie in 

tow. Darby brought Charlie 

back to us.  It was a Muddy 

Paws epic moment.   

Everyone has a gift and we 

are at our best and happiest 

when sharing it with others. 

It’s easy to see why German 

Shepherds have a long histo-

ry in  law enforcement. Dar-

by could not have been hap-

pier enforcing order in  our 

pack.   

Charlie’s bunny chasing ad-

ventures have become the 

norm.  Most of the time, they 

only last a minute or two, but 

on occasion he gets in the 

“Beagle zone” and I can spend 

up to an hour tracking my 

little dog.  Thanks to tracking 

collars, I always have the 

peace of mind knowing I’m 

going to find him and the 

worst thing that comes out of 

it is that we spend some extra 

time on the trails. Not a bad 

deal.   

On March 5th, I had 

the Tuesday morning 

pack out – Beau, 

Benny, Cooper, Pep-

per, Charlie and Dar-

by.  Darby is a lovely 

two year-old German 

Shepherd who often 

reminds me of my 

own German Shep-

herd, Rudy, who 

passed away a num-

ber of years ago. Like 

Rudy, Darby is a bit 

of a worry wart.  He 

keeps a close eye on 

everyone and is in-

tent on making sure 

the pack stays intact.  So, 

when Charlie got a whiff of 

bunny on that damp March 

morning, Darby was quick to 

try to rein Charlie back in.  

Not realizing at the time what 

Darby was attempting to do, I 

called Darby back and he du-

tifully obliged me.  In the 

meantime, Charlie headed 

out on a wild bunny chase.  

At one point the GPS indicat-

ed he was almost a kilometer 

away.  After about 45 

minutes of tracking, we  

Beach Bum 

continued…. 

The ferry ride to The Mags is 

an adventure in itself. Filled 

with mostly  laid-back Quebec-

ers and their chiens, Charlie 

makes some new buddies 

while we enjoy some live Aca-

dian music. 

On the island, Charlie checks 

into his one bedroom, dog-

friendly cottage that overlooks 

the sound and backs onto “Sur 

Beach”.  After making friends 

with the neighbours, Charlie is 

off on his first hike through the 

dunes and onto the 30 mile 

beach.   He chases rocks,  rolls 

in dead-stuff, and digs holes in 

the sand.  His next six days are 

filled with the same beach 

adventures and his evenings 

with beach bon fires, walks in 

the nearby historical town of 

La Grave and watching sunsets 

from the cottage’s small deck. 

On day seven, we re-pack the 

Matrix, head to the ferry and 

bid a sad farewell to our fa-

vourite dog-friendly island.  

We’ve contemplated changing 

up our summer vacation, but 

for us the  “anything goes” 

nature of the French islanders,  

the vast beaches and the 

strong winds that make Char-

lie’s Beagle ears stand at 

attention  cannot be found 

anywhere else but on  the Iles 

de la Madeleine. 

For more information on The 

Mags, visit….. 

www.tourismeilesdelamadele

ine.com 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Owner/Operator:  Linda Townsend 

Chief Executive Trail Dog:  Charlie 

muddypawsadventures.com 

linda@muddypawsadventures.com 

902-790-1490 

Visit us on Facebook!!!  


